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DUCHENNE MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY RESEARCH �  
PROFESSOR STEVE WILTON AND PROFESSOR SUE FLETCHER 

Statement by Member for Nedlands 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands � Parliamentary Secretary) [12.58 pm]: Duchenne muscular dystrophy�
DMD�is the most common of the muscular dystrophies. DMD is a genetic and degenerative muscle-wasting 
disease that affects boys. It is caused by the absence of a protein called dystrophin, which helps repair the 
voluntary muscle cells. DMD eventually affects all muscles, including the muscles that control breathing and the 
heart. It is diagnosed in early childhood. Survival is rare beyond the age of the late twenties. Professors Steve 
Wilton and Sue Fletcher, through their ground-breaking research at the Australian Neuromuscular Research 
Institute�ANRI�are paving the way for the rest of the world to help find a cure for this debilitating condition. 
The work of Professors Wilton and Fletcher has been developed in Perth and is supported by the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association of Western Australia. The research has led Professors Wilton and Fletcher to develop a 
new treatment that has the potential to benefit a significant proportion of boys with DMD. The treatment 
involves the intramuscular injection of an antisense molecule, which is a safe and effective way for the body to 
restore dystrophin production. The Lancet Neurology, which is the leading neurology journal in the world, 
published a proof-of-concept study on 26 August this year showing how the research carried out at the ANRI has 
contributed to the potential to lessen the impact of DMD on a patient�s life. This research is groundbreaking and 
will impact on the lives of thousands of boys and their families all over the world. It demonstrates how Western 
Australian researchers are leading the world in scientific endeavours. I congratulate Professors Steve Wilton and 
Sue Fletcher, the team at the ANRI and the Muscular Dystrophy Association of Western Australia for their 
continued support in making WA a scientific leader in research and development.  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


